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Donner  und  Blitzen  River  Resource  Assessment 


I.       INTRODUCTION  TO  PROCESS 

This  resource  assessment  serves  as  the  foundation  of  the  river 
management  planning  process.  The  assessment  documents  the 
determination  of  v\/hich  river-related  values  or  features  are 
outstandingly  remarl<able  or  contribute  substantially  to  the 
river  setting  or  to  the  functioning  of  the  river  ecosystem. 

The  resource  assessment  process  provides  a  standardized  approach  to 
the  evaluation  of  values  of  designated  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers.  This 
assessment  wiW  guide  interim  management,  development  of  the 
management  plan,  and  the  determination  of  boundaries. 

This  process  includes  the  follov^ing  factors: 

The  use  of  an  interdisciplinary  team  approach; 

Consideration  of  uniqueness  and  rarity  at  a  regional 
and  national  level^; 

Values  must  be  river-related  in  that  they  owe  their 
existence  or  contribute  to  the  functioning  of  the  river 
system  and  its  immediate  environs; 

The  use  of  qualitative  guidelines  to  help  determine 
significance;  and 

The  list  of  resource  value  categories  that  v^ill  be 
considered  include: 

Scenic 

Geologic 

Recreational 

Fish  and  Wildlife 

Cultural  (Traditional  Practices/Prehistoric  Sites) 

Cultural  (Historic  Sites) 

And  other  values. 


^Based  partially  on  the  eight  geographic  regions  described  in  the 
1 989  Statewide  Comprehensive  Outdoor  Recreation  Plan  for  Oregon 


II.       RIVER  DESCRIPTION 


The  Donner  und  Blitzen  National  Wild  and  Scenic  River  has  72.7  river  miles 
v^ithin  the  system.  The  river  and  its  tributaries  are  divided  into  six 
segments.   The  entire  river  system  is  classified  as  a  Wild  River  under  the 
Omnibus  Oregon  Wild  and  Scenic  Rivers  Act. 

The  Donner  und  Blitzen  River,  also  known  as  the 
Blitzen  River,  is  located  approximately  70  miles 
south  of  Burns,  Oregon.  The  river  and  its 
tributaries  originate  on  the  western  slopes  of 
Steens  Mountain  and  flow  in  a  northwesternly 
direction  before  entering  the  Malheur  National 
Wildlife  Refuge.  The  river,  which  could  be 
referenced  as  a  stream,  is  situated  in  deeply 
carved  canyons  through  much  of  its  length.  The 
preliminary  boundary  configuration  includes  an 
estimated  22,862.42  acres  (19,352.93  acres 
Federal  land,  37.13  acres  State  land,  and 
3,472.36  acres  privately  owned  land). 

The  preliminary  corridor  boundaries  were  delineated  to  encompass  that 
portion  of  the  canyons  and  valleys  of  the  Donner  und  Blitzen  drainage 
visible  from  the  river,  as  well  as  those  stream  reaches  which  contribute 
most  to  the  native  trout  fisheries.   It  should  be  noted  that  the  southeast 
boundaries  are  less  than  0.25  mile  from  the  river  in  areas  where  the 
canyon  is  narrow,  and  1  mile  in  areas  where  the  canyon  is  wider. 

The  above  acreages  are  based  upon  interim  boundaries,  pending 
final ization  through  the  development  of  a  river  management  plan. 
Boundaries  and  acreages,  as  identified,  are  subject  to  revision  through 
that  planning  process  and  may  result  in  changes. 

The  entire  river  system  is  to  be  managed  by  the  Bureau  of  Land 
Management  (BLM). 


III.       SPECIFIC  DESCRIPTION 

A.       Scenic 

1.  Criteria  for  Outstandingly  Remarkable  Rating 

The  landscape  elements  of  landform,  vegetation,  water,  color, 
and  related  factors  result  in  notable  or  exemplary  visual 
features  and/or  attractions.   When  analyzing  scenic  values, 
additional  factors  such  as  seasonal  variations  in  vegetation, 
scale  of  cultural  modifications,  and  the  length  of  time 
negative  intrusions  are  viev\/ed,  may  be  considered.  Scenery 
and  visual  attractions  may  be  highly  diverse  over  the  majority 
of  the  river  or  river  segment. 

2.  Evaluation  of  Present  Situation 

The  designated  river  corridor  for  the  Donner  und  Blitzen  River 
contains  a  diversity  of  landforms  and  vegetation  that  captures 
the  attention  of  the  viev^er.  The  river  and  its  tributaries  pass 
through  several  vegetation  zones  v^hich  are  the  result  of 
climatic  factors  such  as  temperature  range  and  precipitation. 

The  progression  from  the  \ower 
sagebrush/bunchgrass  communi  ty  to 
the  upper  subal  pine  zone,  gives  depth 
and  variety  to  the  different  settings 
from  which  the  viewer  experiences 
the  scenery,  and  is  one  of  the  greatest 
qualities  of  this  river  system. 

River  users  have  an  opportunity  for  a  primitive  experience 
viewing  "textbook"  examples  of  glaciated  canyons,  in  the  upper 
elevation,  tothedeepbasalt  formationsof  themainBlitzenRiver. 
These  viewsheds  are  largely  untouched  and  in  natural  condition. 

3.  Conclusion 

Through  agency  inventories  and  land  use  planning  efforts  such 
as  designation  of  the  Steens  Mountain  Scenic  Area  of  Critical 
Environmental  Concern  (ACEC),  the  river  corridor  (on  Federal 
lands)  is  classified  to  retain  the  existing  character  of  the 
landscape.  Level  of  change  to  the  characteristic  landscape 
through  management  actions  must  be  subordinate  to  the 
overall  landscape.  Management  activities  may  be  seen,  but  not 


attract  the  attention  of  the  casual  observer.   Any  change  must 
repeat  the  basic  elements  of  form,  line,  color,  and  texture 
found  in  the  predominant  natural  features  of  the  landscape. 

The  Donner  und  Blitzen  River  offers  a  diversity  of  landscapes 
that  contain  those  visual  qualities  that  result  in  outstandingly 
remarkable  scenic  values.   This  finding  confirms  the 
Congressional  Record  relating  to  the  scenic  values  of  the 
Donner  und  Blitzen  River. 


B.       Geologic 

1 .  Criteria  for  Outstandingly  Remarkable  Rating 

The  river  (or  the  area  v\/ithin  the  river  corridor)  contains  an 
example(s)  of  a  geologic  feature,  process,  or  phenomena  that  is 
rare,  unusual,  one-of-a-kind,  or  unique  to  the  geographic 
region.  The  feature(s)  may  be  in  an  unusually  active  stage  of 
development,  represent  a  "textbook"  example,  and/or 
represent  a  unique  or  rare  combination  of  geologic  features 
(erosional,  volcanic,  glacial  and  other  geologic  structures). 

2.  Evaluation  of  Present  Situation 

Steens  Mountain  is  unique  because  it  is  the  northern-most 
uplifted  fault  block  v^ithin  the  Basin  and  Range  Physiographic 
Province,  and  it  is  the  largest  fault  block  v\/ithin  the  state  of 
Oregon,  v\/ith  well-defined  escarpments  and  graben  valleys. 

Surface  rock  in  the  area  is  predominantly  Steens  basalt,  v^hich 
consists  of  thin,  multiple  flows  of  basalt,  and  andesite 
approximately  15  million  years  old.  The  basalt  has  a 
cumulative  thickness  of  several  thousand  feet.  Thin  patches  of 
rhyolite  ash-flow  tuffs  occur  sporadically  throughout  the  area 

The  area  is  unique  within  its  geographic  region  because  the 
upper  2,000  feet  of  the  Steens  was  shaped  during  the  Ice  Age. 

The  Ice  Age  brought  heavy  snows  and  ice  to  the  Steens, 
capping  the  mountain  in  a  blanket  of  white  at  least  6  miles 
down  the  west  side.  Glaciers  formed  in  the  creek  and 
streambeds,  and  the  intense  weight  of  the  snowcap  caused 
depressions  on  the  surface  of  the  mountain.  The  glaciers 
formed  in  the  pre-lce  Age  creekbeds  of  the  present  Little 
Blitzen,  Big  Indian,  and  Little  Indian  Canyons.  Those  glaciers 
carved  and  gouged  down  over  2.500  feet  to  a  layer  of  very 
hard  basalt. 


A  second  glacial  advance  was  confined  to  the  upper  sections  of 
the  gorges  and  scarp.  The  second  advance  created  smaller 
cirques,  or  "hanging  valleys,"  in  the  highest  areas  of  the 
existing  gorges. 

The  area  today  provides  textbook  examples  of  U-shaped 
glaciated  canyons. 

3.        Conclusion 

The  geologic  features  within  the  Donner  und  Blitzen  River  are 
unique  to  the  Basin  and  Range  Geographic  Region.  Therefore, 
the  geology  of  the  Donner  und  Blitzen  River  does  meet  the 
criteria  for  outstandingly  remarkable  value,  and  confirms  the 
Congressional  Record  relating  to  this  value. 


C.       Recreational 

1 .        Criteria  for  Outstandingly  Remarkable  Rating 


Recreational  opportunities  are,  or  have  the  potential  to 
be,  unique  enough  to  attract  visitors  from  outside  of  the 
geographic  region.   Visitors  would  be  willing  to  travel 
long  distances  to  use  the  river  resources  for  recreational 
purposes.  River-related  opportunities  could  Include,  but 
not  be  limited  to,  sightseeing,  wildlife  observation, 
photography,  hiking,  fishing,  hunting  and  boating. 


Interpretive  opportunities  may  be  exceptional  and  attract,  or 
have  the  potential  to  attract,  visitors  from  outside  the 
geographic  region. 

The  river  may  provide,  or  have  the  potential  to  provide, 
settings  for  national  or  regional  usage  or  competitive  events. 

2.       Evaluation  of  Present  Situation 


Use  surveys  conducted  for  the  Steens  Mountain  Recreation 
Lands  (which  includes  the  Blitzen  River  and  its  tributaries)  in 
1988,  show  that  Steens  Mountain  is  visited  by  recreationists 
of  geographically  diverse  origins.  Sixty-four  percent  of  the 
visitors  to  the  Steens  are  from  western  Oregon,  1 9  percent 
from  eastern  Oregon,  and  1 7  percent  from  outside  states  such 
as  Washington,  Idaho,  California  and  Nevada. 


The  Steens  is  a  destination  area  due  to  its  unique  resource 
characteristics  and  associated  recreation  opportunities. 
Visitors  travel  long  distances  to  recreate  because  of  the 
following  attributes: 

The  river  canyons  offer  high  scenic  quality  in 

the  form  of  glaciated  canyons,  along  v^/ith  a  variety  of 

diverse  vegetation  due  to  climatic  conditions. 

The  river  provides  a  rare,  2  to  4-day  backpack  or 
horseback  experience  for  individuals  with  moderate  skill 
levels.   Portions  of  the  Oregon  High  Desert  Trail  are 
within  sections  of  the  river  canyons. 

Existing  recreation  uses  that  are  exceptional  in  quality 
include  fishing,  hunting,  hiking,  photography,  wildlife 
and  scenic  viewing.  The  river  segments  are  not  used  for 
boating  due  to  the  small  size  of  the  stream.  There  are  no 
competitive  events  held  in  the  river  corridor. 

Conclusion 

The  recreational  opportunities  available  on  or  near  the  Donner 
und  Blitzen  River  are  determined  to  be  of  outstandingly 
remarkable  value.  Recreational  opportunities  were  not 
identified  in  the  Congressional  Record  as  outstanding,  but 
were  identified  as  significant.   It  is  felt  that  since  the 
recreational  opportunities  meet  the  criteria  for  outstanding, 
they  should  be  managed  as  an  outstandingly  remarkable 
resource. 


D.       Fisheries 


Fish  values  may  be  judged  on  the  relative  merits  of  either  fish 
populations  or  habitat  or  Native  American  cultural  use  --  or  a 
combination  of  these  river-related  conditions.  Consideration  shal 
be  given  for  potential  as  well  as  existing  values. 

1 .        Criteria  for  Outstandingly  Remarkable  Rating 

The  river  is  internationally,  nationally,  or  regionally  an 
important  producer  of  resident  and/or  anadromous  fish 
species.  Of  particular  significance  is  the  presence  of  wild 
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stocks  and/or  federal,  state  listed,  or  candidate  threatened, 
endangered  or  sensitive  species.   Diversity  of  species  is  an 
important  consideration  and  could,  in  itself,  lead  to  a 
determination  of  outstandingly  remarkable. 

The  river  provides  (or  has  the  potential  to  provide) 
exceptionally  high  quality  habitat  for  v^ild  stocks  and/or 
federal,  state  listed,  or  candidate  threatened,  endangered  or 
sensitive  species.   Diversity  of  habitat  is  an  important 
consideration  and  could,  in  itself,  lead  to  a  determination  of 
outstandingly  remarkable. 

Evaluation  of  Present  Situation 

The  Blitzen  River  supports  a  wild,  native  redband  trout 
population.  The  redband  trout  is  listed  by  the  U.  5.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  as  a  Category  2  species.  Historically,  the 
Blitzen  River  has  provided  excellent  angling  for  native  redband 
trout  and  is  recognized  by  anglers  as  one  of  Oregon's  finest 
"v^ild  trout"  streams. 

Fish  species  in  the  Blitzen  River  system  above  Page  Springs 
are  redband  trout,  mountain  v\/hitefish,  longnose  dace,  and 
mottled  sculpin.  The  redband  trout  is  the  most  common 
species  found  in  the  system. 

The  presence  of  these  different  species  is  indicative  of  good 
stream  habitat,  small  to  moderate  stream  size,  and  good  water 
quality. 

The  recreational  values  associated  with  the  native  fisheries  is 
extremely  high.  One  section  of  the  Donner  und  Blitzen  River 
has  been  designated  as  a  "Catch  and  Release"  to  maintain 
quality  angling  and  a  healthy  population  of  native  fish. 

Currently,  no  known  Native  American  cultural  use  of  fisheries 
is  identified  in  this  river  system. 

Conclusion 

The  quality  and  importance  of  the  native  fisheries  habitat 
qualify  this  resource  to  be  considered  an  outstandingly 
remarkable  value.  This  finding  confirms  the  Congressional 
Record  relating  to  fisheries  values  of  the  Donner  und  Blitzen 
River. 


Wildlife 

Wildlife  values  shall  be  judged  on  the  relative  merits  of  either 
v^ildlife  populations  or  habitat  or  Native  American  cultural 
use  --  or  a  combination  of  these  conditions. 

1 .  Criteria  for  Outstandingly  Remarl<able  Rating 

The  river  (or  area  v^ithin  the  river  corridor)  contains 
nationally  or  regionally  important  populations  of  indigenous 
v^/ildlife  species.  Of  particular  significance  are  species 
considered  to  be  unique  or  populations  of  federal,  state  listed, 
or  candidate  threatened,  endangered  and  sensitive  species. 
Diversity  of  species  is  an  important  consideration  and  could, 
in  itself,  lead  to  a  determination  of  outstandingly  remarkable. 

The  river  (or  area  v\/ithin  the  river  corridor)  provides 
exceptionally  high  quality  habitat  for  wildlife  of  national  or 
regional  significance,  or  may  provide  unique  habitat  or  a 
critical  linl<  in  habitat  conditions  for  federal,  state  listed,  or 
candidate  threatened,  endangered  and  sensitive  species. 
Contiguous  habitat  conditions  are  such  that  the  biological 
needs  of  the  species  are  met.  Diversity  of  habitats  is  an 
important  consideration  and  could,  in  itself,  lead  to  a 
determination  of  outstandingly  remarkable. 

2.  Evaluation  of  Present  Situation 


The  Blitzen  River  drainage  is  highly  valued  for  its  abundant 
vv^ildlife.  An  estimated  250  wildlife  species  use  the  river  area 
and  adjacent  uplands.  Mule  deer  winter  along  the 
lower  4  miles  of  the  Blitzen  River  and  the  lower 
4  miles  of  Fish  Creek.  Deer  summer  in  the  upper 
parts  of  the  area.  The  ridge  between  Big  Indian 
Canyon  and  Little  Indian  Canyon  provides  habitat 
for  a  high  number  of  large  bucks  during  the 
summer.  Rocky  Mountain  elk  occasionally  use  the 
lower  elevations  of  the  drainages  during  the 
winter  and  the  upper  drainages  during  the 
summer.  Antelope  may  also  use  portions  of  the 
area  in  the  summer. 


Raptors  nest  along  the  canyon  rims  of  the  Blitzen  River  and  the 
Little  Blitzen  Gorge.  Common  species  are  American  kestrel 
and  great  homed  owls.  Turkey  vultures  and  ravens  also  nest  in 
these  cliffs.  One  prairie  falcon  aerie  has  been  located  along 


8 


the  Little  Blitzen  River  Gorge    Chukars  and  valley  quail  are 
found  along  the  Blitzen  River  at  lower  elevations,  v^hile  sage 
grouse  summer  in  the  upper  areas  of  the  river,  in  flatter 
terrain 

Currently,  no  knov^n  Native  American  cultural  use  of  wildlife 
is  identified  in  this  river  corridor. 


3. 


Conclusion 


Based  upon  the  250  wildlife  species  associated  with  the 
Donner  und  Blitzen  River,  it  is  felt  that  the  wildlife  values  are 
not  unique  within  the  region.  Some  species  occur  due  to  the 
proximity  of  the  Malheur  National  Wildlife  Refuge. 

The  wildlife  associated  with  the  Blitzen  River  and  its 
tributaries  seems  to  be  more  dependent  upon  the  diverse 
vegetative  habitat  and  the  ecological  conditions  of  these 
habitats. 


This  past  summer  a  botanical 
inventory,  along  with  riparian  and 
aquatic  habitat  studies,  was 
conducted  to  obtain  a  thorough 
assessment  of  the  river  corridor 
for  sensitive  plant  species  and 
unique  plant  and  habitat 
communities. 


A  final  determination  will  be  made  based  on  the  results  of  the 
inventories  and  studies  to  determine  whether  the  diversity  of 
habitats,  in  itself,  could  lead  to  outstandingly  remarkable 
values  associated  with  the  wildlife  species.  This  assessment 
will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  December  1991. 


Vegetation 

Vegetation  values  may  be  judged  on  the  relative  merits  of  either 
individual  plant  populations  or  unique  plant  communities  or  Native 
American  cultural  use  —  or  a  combination  of  these  conditions. 


2. 


Criteria  for  Outstandingly  Remarkable  Rating 

The  river,  or  area  within  the  river  corridor,  contains  nationally 
or  regionally  important  population  of  plant  species.   Of 
particular  significance  are  species  considered  to  be  unique  or 
populations  of  federally  listed,  federal  candidate,  or  other 
sensitive  species.   Diversity  of  species  is  an  important 
consideration  and  could,  in  itself,  lead  to  a  determination  of 
outstandingly  remarkable. 

The  river  (or  area  v\/ithin  the  river  corridor)  contains  unique 
plant  communities  of  national  or  regional  significance,  or 
contains  habitat  of  substantial  value  to  federally  listed, 
federal  candidate,  or  other  sensitive  species,  or  contains 
exemplary  representations  of  plant  communities.  Diversity  of 
communities  is  an  important  consideration  and  could,  in  itself, 
lead  to  a  determination  of  outstandingly  remarkable. 

Evaluation  of  Present  Situation 


The  sources  of  the  four  major  tributaries  of  the  Blitzen  River 
are  the  Little  Blitzen  River,  Big  Indian  Creek,  Little  Indian 
Creek  and  Fish  Creek  located  along  the  v\/est  slope  of  the 
Steens  at  elevations  of  about  8,000  feet  forming  about  6  miles 
of  stream.  Within  this  area  are  alpine  meadov^s,  seeps  and 
bogs  with  a  wide  variety  of  vegetation  and  plant  communities 
of  regional  significance.  Several  sensitive  plant  species  are 
found  within  the  meadow  and  bog  communities.  These  include 
cymopterus,  wedgeleaf  saxifrage,  lanceleaf  grape  fern, 
moonwort,  and  Hayden's  moss  gentian. 


From  7,500  feet  to  6,500  feet  in  elevation,  large  quaking  aspen 
groves  are  present  along  these  four  tributaries.  The  groves 
extend  from  the  streambanks  to  the  hillsides  and  exist  on 
about  1 2  mi les  of  stream. 
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In  many  areas,  the  stream  gradient  lowers  significantly  below 
the  aspen  belt  into  an  area  of  mid  elevation  meadows 
containing  patches  of  black  cottonwood,  clumps  of  willows, 
and  mountain  alder.  The  meadow  area  is  extensive  and 
contains  numerous  sedges,  rushes  and  wildf  lowers    The 
elevational  range  in  this  vegetation  range  zone  is  from 
6,000  to  6,500  feet. 

Along  the  main  Blitzen  River  Canyon  are  large  areas  dominated 
by  western  juniper,  big  sagebrush,  and  several  riparian  shrubs. 
The  riparian  shrubs  include  mountain  alder,  creek  dogwood, 
western  chokecherry,  and  willow.   In  some  areas,  mountain 
alder  is  the  primary  shrub  species  for  several  miles  and,  in 
other  areas,  all  of  the  shrubs  are  present  in  large,  tangled 
bunches.  Other  areas  have  a  vegetative  composition  of  only 
western  juniper,  big  sagebrush,  and  a  few  willows.  The 
elevational  range  for  this  section  is  from  4,200  to  6,000  feet. 

Currently,  no  known  Native  American  cultural  use  of 
vegetation  is  identified  in  this  river  corridor. 


3.        Conclusion 


The  plant  communities  along  the  Blitzen  River  and  its 
tributaries  vary  from  high  elevation  meadows  and  bogs  to 
juniper  and  sagebrush  woodlands.  The  meadows  and  bogs 
contain  plant  communities  which  are  considered  to  be 
regionally  significant  and  the  sensitive  species  found  in  the 
area  to  be  unique. 

The  aspen  groves  in  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Blitzen  River 
tributaries  are  also  of  regional  significance  within  the 
northern  basin  and  range  province. 

The  meadows,  bogs,  and  aspen  communities  meet  the  criteria 
for  an  outstandingly  remarkable  value. 

The  remaining  plant  communities  are  typical  of  riparian 
communities  found  in  the  Great  Basin. 

A  botanical  inventory  was  conducted  this  past  summer  ( 1 99 1 ) 
which  obtained  a  thorough  inventory  of  the  river  corridor  for 
sensitive  plant  species,  unique  plant  communities,  and  created 
a  general  species  list  for  the  river  segments. 
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A  final  determination  on  which  areas  will  be  managed  as  an 
outstandingly  remarkable  value  or  as  a  significant  value  wil 
be  based  upon  the  final  report  of  the  inventory.  This  will  be 
completed  by  the  end  of  December  1991. 


G.       Cultural  (Traditional  Practices/Prehistoric  Sites) 

1.  Criteria  for  Outstandingly  Remarkable  Rating 

The  river  (or  area  within  the  river  corridor)  contains  resources 
and/or  attributes  that  contemporary  Native  American 
traditionalists  continue  to  utilize  for  cultural  practices 
and/or  for  access  to  specific  activity  areas.  Such  resources  or 
areas  must  be  important  for  the  continuation  of  the  cultural 
practices  due  to  long-term  reuse  by  tribes  or  the  presence  of 
desired  resource  value(s).  Native  American  uses  which  are 
treaty-based  or  asserted  by  particular  tribal  entities  will  be 
included,  especially  where  locally  intensive  or  regionally 
generic  values  can  be  utilized. 

The  river  (or  area  within  the  river  corridor)  contains  a  site 
where  there  is  evidence  of  occupation  or  use  by  Native 
Americans.  Sites  must  have  unusual  characteristics  or 
exceptional  human  interest  value(s).  Sites  may  have  national 
or  regional  importance  for  interpreting  prehistory,  may  be  rare 
and  represent  an  area  where  a  culture  or  cultural  period  was 
first  identified  and  described,  may  have  been  used 
concurrently  by  two  or  more  cultural  groups,  or  may  have  been 
used  by  cultural  groups  for  rare  or  sacred  purposes.  Of 
particular  significance  are  sites  or  features  listed  in  (or  are 
eligible  for  inclusion  in)  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places. 

2.  Evaluation  of  Present  Situation 

Currently,  no  known  Native  American  tradional  practices  are 
identified. 

The  river  corridor  was  used  for  many  years  by  Native 
Americans  including  the  Northern  Paiute  and  their 
predecessors.  Primary  use  of  the  area  was  probably  hunting, 
fishing  and  gathering  of  foods,  with  transportation  corridors 
along  ridges  and  water  courses. 
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There  are  areas  of  the  river  system  which  have  known 
prehistoric  sites  present    The  majority  of  the  corridor  is 
unsurveyed  with  no  sites  recorded    Favorable  conditions  exist 
for  moderate  to  high  site  potential  where  good  topography  is 
found,  including  rimrock  recesses,  streamside  flats,  and 
tributary  confluences. 

3.        Conclusion 

Consultations  with  relevant  Native  American  tribes  may 
identify  locations  of  importance  for  traditional  practices. 

Although  no  cultural  resource  inventories  have  been  completed 
for  the  entire  Donner  und  Blitzen  River  corridor,  there  are 
indications  the  area  was  extensively  utilized.    River  corridor 
inventories  identify  the  nature  and  extent  of  streamside 
resource  values,  although  their  significance  regionally  and 
nationally  is  yet  to  be  determined.  Known  and  discovered  sites 
are  protected  under  existing  statutes,  regulations,  and  policy. 
Results  from  inventories  will  be  analyzed  by  the  end  of 
December  1991,  and  a  determination  will  be  made  as  to  the 
significance  of  the  prehistoric  values. 


H.     Cultural  (Historic  Sites) 

1.  Criteria  for  Outstandingly  Remarkable  Rating 

The  river  (or  area  within  the  river  corridor)  contains  sites  or 
features  associated  with  a  significant  event,  an  important 
person,  or  a  cultural  activity  of  the  past  that  was  rare, 
unusual,  or  one-of-a-kind  in  the  region.  Historic  sites  and/or 
features,  in  most  cases,  are  50  years  old  or  older.  Of 
particular  significance  are  sites  or  features  listed  in  (or  are 
eligible  for  inclusion  in)  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places. 

2.  Evaluation  of  Present  Situation 

The  Riddle  Brothers  Ranch  Historic  District  located  along  the 
Little  Blitzen  River  has  been  designated  to  the  National 
Register  of  Historic  Places.  The  site  is  still  a  working  ranch 
under  an  agreement  with  the  Clemens  Ranch. 


13 


<f 


.^^ 


o 


rv 


The  structure  complexes  which  are  present  are  associated 
with  each  of  the  three  Riddle  brothers.   Structures  at  the  main 
complex  include  a  house,  root  celler,  bunkhouse,  chicken  house, 
storage  building,  tack  room,  barn,  and  juniper  post/willow  pole 
corrals.   Another  complex  includes  a  house,  root  celler,  and 
stone  storage  building,  while  a  smaller  complex  has  a  log 
house  and  split  rail  fences. 

A  Cultural  Resource  Management  Plan  has  been  developed  to 
provide  guidance  on  how  to  manage  this  historic  district  in 
conjunction  with  a  Wild  and  Scenic  River.  The  plan  assesses 
the  need  for  general  structure  maintenance,  restoration  and 
rehabilitation.   It  also  addresses  public  uses  which  are 
compatible  with  the  historic  character  of  the  ranch  and 
requirements  of  a  "Wild  River"  environment. 

Conclusion 

It  is  known  that  there  are  significant  historic  cultural 
resources  associated  with  the  Riddle  Brothers  Ranch  as 
outlined  in  "An  Historical  Assessment"  by  Dr.  Steve  Beckham. 
These  historic  cultural  resource  qualities  are  important  to  the 
overall  character  of  the  river,  and  should  be  considered  as  an 
outstandingly  remarkable  resource  for  the  Riddle  Brothers 
Ranch  Historic  District.  This  district  covers  1 , 1 20  acres  of 
public  land  located  along  the  Little  Blitzen  River  (Segment  B). 


I.        Special  Management  Areas 

There  are  portions  of  four  Wilderness  Study  Areas  (WSAs)  within  the 
designated  Wild  and  Scenic  River  corridor.  These  include  the  High 
Steens  WSA(2-85F),  Little  Blitzen  Gorge  WSA(2-86F),  Blitzen  River 
WSA  (2-86E)  and  South  Fork  Donner  und  ^  ^ 

Blitzen  River  WSA  (2-85G).    There  are  ^i 

also  two  Research  Natural  Areas  (RNAs) 
and  one  Area  of  Critical  Environmental 
Concern  (ACEC)  within  the  designated 
riven  The  Rooster  Comb  RNA,  the  Little 
Blitzen  RNA,  and  the  Steens  Scenic  ACEC. 

All  but  a  small  portion  of  the  river  lies 
within  the  Steens  Mountain  Recreation 
Lands,  a  BLM  designation  (1971), 
encompassing  approximately  200,000 
acres. 
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Conclusion 

The  Special  Management  Areas  located  within  the  Donner  und 
Blitzen  National  Wild  and  Scenic  River  enhance  the  area's 
uniqueness  through  these  existing  BLM  managed  programs. 
These  values  are  important  to  the  character  of  the  river.  The 
Rooster  Comb  and  Little  Blitzen  RNAs  have  been  established 
for  the  protection  of  botanical  values.  The  Steens  Scenic  ACEC 
has  been  set  aside  to  protect  the  visual  resources. 

If  any  of  the  WSAs  are  designated  as  v\/ilderness,  this  will  give 
further  protection  to  the  resources  of  the  Wild  and  Scenic 
River. 
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